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BOOK REVIEWS. 



A Treatise on the Law Relating to Electricity. By 
Simon G. Croswell. Boston : Little, Brown & Company, 
1895. 

The rapid growth of electricity as a factor in the commer- 
cial world has given rise to such a number of decisions and 
statutes, that there now exists in a more or less advanced stage 
of development a distinct branch of jurisprudence, which will 
be known as Electrical Law. 

There is, therefore, a demand among the profession for a 
work which shall set forth this branch of the law, in its present 
development, in a clear and concise manner, and in a form easy 
and convenient for reference by the active practitioner. 

Mr. Croswell's connection with various prominent electric 
companies has especially fitted him for this, by no means sim- 
ple, task, as his very excellent work will testify. 

The treatise contains about 700 pages of text and is divided 
into three books. Book L is devoted to the subject of the 
Incorporation and Franchises of various electrical companies, 
including telegraph, telephone, electric light and electric rail- 
way companies. Book IL treats of the Construction and 
Maintenance of these companies, while Book III. discusses 
the operation of these companies under such headings as 
Discrimination, Duties, Measure of Damages and the like, and 
also contains a chapter on Taxation. 

A feature of the book is a very complete and comprehensive 
index of nearly 100 pages, which adds much to its utility and 
helps materially in the accomplishment of its purpose, which 
is said to be to relieve the profession in their arduous labors, 
in the matters of which the book treats. 

Edward Brooks, Jr. 



Anarchy or Government ? An Inquiry in Fundamental 
Politics. By William Mackintyre Salter. New York 
and Boston : Thomas Y. Crowell & Co. 1895. 

The central idea of this little volume seems to be the incon- 
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